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The Academy gives aspiring young 

players’ the opportunity to combine 

their academic studies with a first  

class football programme.

The coaching is delivered under the 

leadership of Volenti Academy’s 

highly respected ex-professional 

players Bobby Bowry and Charlie 

MacDonald. Each training session is 

designed to improve players all round 

game and offers a true insight into the 

professional football environment.

Our teams play under the Crystal 

Palace FC banner and compete in the 

top league of the National Football 

Youth League (NFYL).

London Nautical is a Sport Specialist College 

that has a long and proud history of educating 

professional sport players. Former pupils 

include Arsenal player Reiss Nelson and 

Fulham Goalkeeper Marcus Bettinelli. 

The Academy is designed in such a way that 

players have a full choice of A-level and BTEC 

qualifications.

A WINNING  
TEAM

The Academy

700 professional 
appearances between 

Bobby and CharlieLNS

Had a successful professional 
playing career that lasted 
over 15 years and the majority 
of his �400 appearances were 
for Crystal Palace, Millwall and 
Colchester. Enormously well 
respected and with contacts 
throughout the game, Bobby 
is ideally positioned �to 
provide advice and support 
on a wide range of on and off 
field issues and revels in his 
role as a player mentor.

Having played for nineteen 
different clubs including 
Charlton Athletic, Brentford 
and MK Dons and scoring 
in excess of two hundred 
career goals, Charlie is highly 
regarded amongst players at 
both professional and semi-
professional level. Charlie’s 
knowledge and experience  
are vital in helping to develop 
and nurture our young,  
aspiring players.

Bobby Bowry Charlie MacDonald

Head Coaches
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HOW IT WORKS



Players join the Academy in year 12 
and embark on a two year full time 
football and education programme

The training schedule gives players 
6-8 hours of elite level training 
per week. League, Cup or friendly 
showcase matches are scheduled 
during the day on either a 
Wednesday or Friday

Players are given a first class 
education from specialist Sport 
College, the London Nautical 
School. A full range of A-level and 
BTEC subjects are available for 
students to choose from

After two years with the Academy, 
we help players follow a pathway 
to UK universities, US colleges,  
employment or professional football

If you are willing to work hard and fully commit to the 
programme, then we guarantee that our elite level 
coaching will help you raise your game to a new level.  

How it  
works
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ARE YOU READY TO 
RAISE YOUR GAME?

FOOTBALL - PATHWAY - EDUCATION

2 years full time 
6-8 hrs elite training 
FIRST class educatioN 

 A-LEVELs / BTEC 
PLAYER PATHWAY



Football

SUBJECT CHOICES
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ELITE  
TRAINING

LEAGUE AND 
CUP MATCHES

STRENGTH & 
CONDITIONING

SHOWCASE 
MATCHES

Education

A-LEVELS 
BTEC IN  
SPORT COMBINED BTEC 

Pathway

UNIVERSITY

US SCHOLARSHIP

PROFESSIONAL 
FOOTBALL

FULL TIME 
EMPLOYMENT 



FACILITIES

Subject choices

We offer players a full range of A-level and BTEC 
options while playing and training for the Academy.
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Extd Diploma Sport – BTEC 

Sub Diploma in Sport – BTEC  

Applied Science – BTEC 

Design Technology – BTEC 

ICT – BTEC 

Art – A-Level  

Biology – A-Level 

Business Studies – A-Level  

Chemistry – A-Level 

Computing – A-Level 

Economics – A-Level 

English Literature – A-Level 

Geography – A-Level 

History – A-Level 

Maths – A-Level 

Physics – A-Level 

PE – A-Level

Psychology – A-Level



CASE STUDIES

Coldharbour Leisure Centre 

London Nautical School Football &  
Education

Just 5 minutes’ walk from Waterloo 
station, the School offers a fantastic 
learning environment for students to 
study. Students will have access to 
computers and online learning resources 

The Academy has exclusive use  
of Coldharbour Leisure Centre.  
The centre is used for training,  
matches and some education classes.



SUMMARY

Case Studies Football &  
Education

Kwame joined Volenti Academy in 2016,  

as a fifteen year old. After finishing his  

two year course in Summer 2019, he joined  

our Football & Education programme.  

Our agency division then recommended 

him to Colchester United for whom he 

signed as a professional. Kwame made his 

first team debut after only two months at 

the club, signed an improved contract three 

months later and has already played against 

Manchester United and Spurs.

Alex originally joined the Academy as a 

fifteen year old and later moved onto our 

two year under 19 Football & Education 

programme. He was then awarded a place 

at Houston-Victoria University in Texas. 

His team has already won the league and 

Alex is loving the opportunity to continue 

playing whilst studying for his degree and 

experiencing a totally new lifestyle.

Seth graduated from our programme 

with a triple distinction and, although he 

had a number of university offers, chose 

to stay with us as an apprentice. After an 

outstanding first year working with players 

of differing ages and abilities on a variety of 

projects, Seth joined us on a full-time basis 

and is now helping to produce the next 

generation of Volenti Academy players.

Kwame Poku
First team player at 
Colchester United

Alex Pugh
Student athlete at University 
of Houston–Victoria, Texas

Seth Dakin
Full time coach at  
Volenti Academy



Apply today for a Free Trial
VISIT volentiacademy.co.uk/football-education  
Whats-App  07912 201714
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OUR 
PARTNERS

+Elite training  

+First class education

+Strength and conditioning 

+Play in National Leagues   

+Crystal Palace playing and training kit  

+Strong exit route options 

+Showcase games 

+Game Analysis
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